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CARE OF CHURCHES AND

ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION MEASURE 1991

Section 11(8)
DE MINIMIS MATTERS NOT REQUIRING A FACULTY, 

with explanatory notes 
A Faculty is not normally required where proposed works fall within one of the following classes:
1 Introduction, works to, or removal and disposal of any of the following:

(i) Cruets.
(ii) Vases.
(iii) Kneelers, hassocks and cushions.
(iv) Furniture in church halls.
(v) Authorised service books, hymn books, song books, bibles and choir and organ music (but not disposal of hand-bound or other valuable books).
(vi) Altar linen (but not altar frontals or falls).
(vii) Movable hymn boards.
(viii) Fire extinguishers.
(ix) Banners used for displays not lasting more than three months.
2 Routine maintenance costing up to £3,000, exclusive of VAT, of any of the following:

(x) electrical apparatus and fittings, by approved NICEIC/ECA electricians;
(xi) heating systems and fittings, by appropriately qualified heating engineers; or 
(xii) other fixed equipment and furniture.
3 Routine maintenance on the fabric of a church up to a cost of £3,000 excluding VAT.

4 Introduction of furniture, furnishings or minor fixtures in vestries.

5 Replacement of ordinary carpets (but not carpets with attached underlay) or curtains in the same material and colour.

6 Introduction of small movable bookcases or display stands.

7 Maintenance of paths with same materials not amounting to full resurfacing.

8 Introduction/disposal and maintenance of pianos and portable keyboards

9 Tuning of organs, harmoniums and pianos.

10 Routine maintenance of bells, bell frames, clocks and clock-faces.

11 Routine repair and maintenance of silver plate subject to prior consultation with the Archdeacon and the Archdeacon’s written consent being given prior to such work being undertaken.

12 Introduction of bat boxes.

13 Replacement of wooden bell stays and bell ropes.

14 The introduction, use and removal of 

(xiii) Lawn-mowers and other equipment for maintaining churchyards.
(xiv) Equipment for cleaning the Church.
(xv) Vestments, surplices, albs, cassocks, choir robes and vergers’ robes.
15 Introduction of registers and deposit thereof in diocesan record office.

16 Security marking of movables with UV pen, Smart-water or other invisible security marking.

17 Money collecting boxes and lock-safe in the vestry providing that the same are not built into the fabric.

18 (a)
Planting of a single tree in the churchyard with the prior written approval of   the Incumbent and PCC on condition that it is sited:


(i)  
at least 36 feet (11 metres) from the church building and


(ii)
if a Yew or other poisonous tree at least 26 feet (8 metres) within the 



churchyard boundary.

and provided that the tree is not a memorial to a deceased person, in which case a Faculty is required.

(b)
Lopping of branches of trees within the churchyard where branches are less than 4 inches (10 centimetres) in diameter providing that any necessary local authority planning consents are first obtained.

(c)
Removal of dead trees or the dead branches of trees.

(d)
Planting or removal of shrubs and plants within the churchyard with the prior written consent of the Incumbent and PCC.
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De Minimis Matters not requiring a Faculty – Guidance Notes

1. These notes are intended to assist parishes considering minor works to their church or churchyard which do not require a faculty. The list of such works is attached to these notes. The responsibility for ensuring that this guidance is followed rests with the parish. 

2. Most of the items relate to ongoing needs of worship, and the routine maintenance of the building..

3. The process of obtaining a faculty requires that any proposal is well publicised. This gives everyone an opportunity to have their say.  It is good practice to publicise proposals well and to encourage discussion in the congregation and wider parish of many of the items on this list, even if a faculty is not required.   Even kneelers or hassocks might be of an unwelcome colour to some.

4. The DAC has a number of specialists whom it can consult and there may well be occasions when it would be helpful for the parish to seek guidance.  In such cases please consult the DAC Secretary.   Please also remember that your church architect may well be prepared to give some advice.

5. New items should be included immediately in your inventory and any work, even the most minor, must be recorded in your logbook.

6. Whilst there is no wish to discourage the use of parishioners’ time and talents in helping to maintain the church, there may be health and safety issues which should be considered before work is commenced. It is essential that any work be carried out in a safe manner, by properly trained and competent people. A preliminary risk assessment should be undertaken to consider whether the work should be undertaken by contractors or may be undertaken by volunteers. Professional advice may be very valuable, and should always be taken in case of doubt. 

7. Some particular points:

a) 
Item 1 (vi) specifically excludes altar frontals and falls.   These perhaps do not need replacing too frequently, but the DAC sees relatively few proposals!

b) Item 2.  Routine maintenance of electrical systems must always be by approved NICEIC/ECA electrical contractors.   Non electrical heating systems should be serviced by recognised qualified heating engineers.

c) Item 3.   Routine maintenance of the fabric requires care and is an area where a word with your architect could pay dividends.   The use of inappropriate materials e.g. cementitious mortar or plaster instead of lime based materials, or emulsion paint instead of lime wash, merely creates longer-term problems. 

d) Item 7.  Note the requirement that replacements are of the same material and colour.

e) Item 11.   Note the requirement for written approval by the Archdeacon before the event.

f) Item 17.   Note that if “safes” are to be built into the fabric (and we would normally recommend this) a faculty is required.

g) Item 18(a).   Please note that if a new tree is a memorial then a faculty is required. We also suggest seeking advice from the parish tree warden on any tree work, including new planting.

Finally, do remember that the DAC staff are available to give whatever help they can. It is easier to take advice into account before the event than afterwards!

The DAC Office staff are

Jean Gosling (DAC Secretary)

Tel 01603 882350

jean.gosling@norwich.anglican.org 

Caroline Rawlings (Assistant to the DAC Secretary)

Tel 01603 882351

caroline.rawlings@norwich.anglican.org 
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